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Key facts about Parkinson’s 
 

 Every hour in the UK someone is diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s. 
 

 There are more than 127,000 people in the 
UK and 10 million people worldwide living 
with Parkinson’s – this is set to double by the 
year 2030. 

 

 Parkinson’s is a neurodegenerative 
condition caused by nerve cells in the 
brain dying. 

 

 Symptoms range from tremors to chronic 
pain to the inability to speak to severe 
clinical depression. 
 

 1 in 20 people diagnosed are under the 
age of 40. 

 

 Parkinson’s costs the UK approximately $2 
billion every year – it is the second most 
common neurodegenerative disease. 

 

About The Cure Parkinson’s Trust 
 

 The Cure Parkinson’s Trust (CPT) funds 
    inspirational scientists and innovative 
    research projects to find treatments that will  
    slow, stop and reverse Parkinson’s.  
 

 CPT was founded in 2005 by four people 
    living with the disease who were determined 
    to change the way research into Parkinson’s 
    was done.  
 

 We are the only organisation in the UK solely 
    dedicated to finding a cure for Parkinson’s 
    and we put people living with the disease at 
    the heart of all our work to ensure we remain 
    focused on our goal.  
 

 Our President and Co-founder, Tom Isaacs,  
    was diagnosed with Parkinson’s over 21 years 
    ago, aged just 27, and he continues to inject 
    unwavering enthusiasm, optimism and clear 
    direction into all our work. 

 
 
 

Linked Clinical Trials 
 

In 2012 The Cure Parkinson’s Trust launched the Linked Clinical Trials (LCT) 
programme with the aim of prioritising treatments for Parkinson’s with the 
potential for disease modification – i.e. to slow, stop or reverse it. People 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s are prescribed the same medication to help 
manage their symptoms as in the 1960s, and LCT addresses this patent lack of 
innovation in Parkinson’s treatments over the past 50 years. 

 
 LCT takes drugs already being used to treat other diseases and tests them in Parkinson’s, 

because they show strong biochemical potential to slow, stop or reverse the disease. 
 

 By using already available drugs, LCT: 
 

 reduces the traditional $2-3 billion cost of developing a new drug 
 accelerates the time it usually takes for drugs in trial to reach patients in the clinic, as 

these repurposed drugs have already passed the rigorous and lengthy safety testing 
process 
 

 All the trials in the LCT programme must show the potential to have an impact on the treatment 
of Parkinson’s within five years 
 

 All the trials are prioritised and reviewed by two separate committees, both of which are made 
up of worldwide leading Parkinson’s experts, neurologists and treatment development 
specialists, to ensure we commit ourselves to excellence. 
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Lixisenatide Trial 
 

→   This is a type II diabetes drug  
→   CPT recently supported a trial using another diabetes drug called  

       Exenatide – in which people who took the drug did not see any  
       worsening of their symptoms during the 12 month trial period or even 
       one year after the trial had ended. This suggests that diabetes drugs 

                                        can slow down or stop the progression of Parkinson’s. 
→    Lixisenatide is a more effective and longer lasting diabetes drug – we need to test it to build on 

the results of the Exenatide trial. 
→    The trial will take place in France, involving 150 people with Parkinson’s over a 12 month period. 
→    It will cost approximately £1.2 million to fund. 
→    Our research committee has prioritised Lixisenatide as our next Linked Clinical Trial – the trial 

has already been designed and is ready to begin as soon as we have secured the full funding. 
 

Budget 

 
 

 

The Lixisenatide trial is evidently very expensive, but we are fully committed to 
ensuring it gets underway as soon as possible. We have already raised almost 
£800,000 towards the trial (including a commitment of our own funds) and we 
have approached several funders to help us secure the remaining funding.  
 

If your Foundation were able to donate £12,500 over five years to this project it would have a huge 
impact on this important research. With your Foundation’s close connection to this debilitating 
disease I am sure you must be accutely aware of the urgent need to invest in research now, and I 
do hope you can consider supporting the Lixisenatide trial. We would be delighted to partner with 
you on our progress to find a cure for Parkinson’s.  
 
 

If you would like any further information or if you would like to arrange a meeting to discuss  
our work in person, please do get in touch at the contact details below. 

 
Thank you for considering supporting our research. 

 

ITEM DETAILS TOTAL COST £ 
Project set-up and management Set-up Manager, Scientific advice, 

Methodology advice, Project Manager  44,140 

Coordination of the French national clinical 
research network on Parkinson’s (NS-Park)  15,350 

Investigational activities  922,272 

Administration  Regulatory and ethical submissions, 
insurance, study documents 19,200 

Monitoring  
(4 site visits per centre)  49,525 

Data management and statistical analysis 
Methodology, licence, set-up and 
management of online case report 
forms 

82,599 

Vigilance  23,000 
Supply and management of drug and 
placebo Provided  free of charge by SANOFI  0 

End of study and archiving  1,500 
 TOTAL £1,157,586 

 FUNDING NEEDED: 
 

 

HOW CAN 
YOU HELP? 


